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About DB Wood

Our People

Our staff have satisfied rigorous criteria, relating to professional qualifications and ethical good practice, giving clients the confidence
that they are dealing with a leading firm, wholly dedicated to providing the best possible advice, service and support.

With over 100 years combined industry experience, we offer clients an Investment Committee, a team of experienced Financial
Planning Consultants and a wealth of first rate planning support staff who are not only qualified to industry specific standards 

but also have significant experience managing the wealth of both individuals and businesses.

Building relationships based on trust is central to providing clients with serenity, freeing you from the worry
of managing, protecting and growing your wealth.

DB Wood are a Financial Planning and Investment Management  business. Founded in 1976 and located in the 
heart of Newark on Trent, we constantly strive to improve our people and processes, putting clients 

at the centre of everything we do. We are a business formed on relationships and trust, employing a team that shares 
in the same values and culture. We believe that what differentiates us is the deep understanding of “why” we do 

what we do, not simply the “what” or the “how”. This philosophy drives our passion to ensure we deliver 
our clients’ objectives with clarity and discipline, allowing them to concentrate on enjoying their life.



Ashley Brooks
Managing Director and IC Chairman
Ashley is Chairman of the Board and Managing Director at 
DB Wood. He has over 25 years’ experience in wealth 
management, qualifying as a Financial Adviser in 
1994. Ashley is heavily involved in our business strategy 
and holds key roles as one of our lead Financial Planning

Consultants and Chairman of the Investment Committee. 
Interests: Ashley is a keen squash player, competing in the 
Nottingham Squash leagues.

Michael Simms
Senior Financial Planning Consultant
Prior to joining in 2005, Michael held roles at Aviva, 
Scottish Widows and Scottish Life. He holds a Diploma in 
Regulated Financial Planning as well as specialist
qualifications in Pensions, Investment Risk Management 
and Taxation and Trusts. Although working predominaely
as a Financial Planning Consultant. Michael is also an 
important part of our Investment Committee. 
Interests: Michael is a keen skier who enjoys spending any
free time with his wife and children.

Graham Hicks
Investment Analyst
Graham joined DB Wood in 1984 and has over 30 years of 
investment experience. He originally qualified as a 
Financial Planner in 1980, further updating his qualifications
to new industry specific standards in 2013. Graham has a 
passion for investment management, and specifically for 
Commercial Property, drawing on his broad experience of 
running various local property businesses across the years.   
Interests: Outside of work, Graham is Chairman of the 
Newark Wine Society, and can often be found at the City 
Ground on a Saturday.

Declan Gamble
Investment Analyst 
Declan joined DB Wood in September 2017, having 
completed our Summer Internship in 2016, where he 
wowed us with his potential. Declan has a First Class 
Joint Honours degree in Economics, Finance & Banking 
from Nottingham Trent University, and he displays 
knowledge and experience well beyond his years. 
Driven by his passion for the markets, Dec has already 
become a vital member of the team in a short space of 
time, contributing to everything from research to new 
technological initiatives. 
Interests: Outside of work, Declan coaches for 
Nottinghamshire County Rowing Association.

Our Investment Team

Alex Chappell
Investment Manager
Prior to joining us as an Investment Analyst in 2014, Alex 
completed a Masters in Banking and Finance at 
Loughborough University, graduating with distinction. 
Prior to that, Alex studied Mathematics and Economics 
at undergraduate level. In addition to his research 
responsibilities, he also manages the investment 
process and the team’s outcomes. Alex was recently 
named in Citywire’s Top 30 Under 30; a publication that 
aims to identify the rising stars in the Investment 
Management industry. 
Interests: From monitoring investment swings, to 
perfecting his own, Alex is a devoted tennis player and 
is also in fact a qualified coach.  





Our Investment Philosophy

 

At DB Wood we have an unconstrained and vigilant investment 
style, combining “top down” and “bottom up” approaches. 
Our Investment Committee are dedicated to undertaking 
a wealth of investment research through a diligent and 
structured framework in order to ensure we stay 

at the forefront of investment planning.

We offer a range of six risk-rated model portfolios, composed to achieve 
specific objectives. Unlike other investment managers, we do not solely 
focus on risk and return targets, but instead focus on the collective 
objectives and needs of our clients. To that end, irrespective of the risk 
profile, the portfolios will always hold financial security and capital 
preservation central to how they operate. 



Quite simply, there are two ways to make money; to work and earn money,
or to make your money work for you. The latter, is investing.

Investing never provides guaranteed returns, and there are many variables
that affect the performance of a portfolio; stock market movements, 
taxation legislation and changes in personal circumstances to name a few.

If you can afford to commit some of your capital for investment purposes, here 
are some of the motives you should consider:

    Saving for a specific purpose

    Growing and preserving your wealth

    Beating inflation and ensuring you maintain a good standard of living

    Diversifying your monetary risk

    Building your legacy
Risk
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Why Invest?



Investment Process: Top Down
We  believe in creating long-term, sustainable investment solutions and asset allocation exists at the heart of this. Our clients have 
access to diversified sources of risk and return asset classes such as cash, equities, bonds, property and alternative investments.

Our Investment Committee are responsible for undertaking in-depth market research on a continuous basis. This includes monitoring 
the dynamics of financial markets, documenting the opinions of top fund management houses and understanding macroeconomic 
trends. We endeavour to look through the vast amount of market “noise” that causes short-term price fluctuations, placing more
emphasis on where the longer-term value lies. These long-term market views are blended to form diversified portfolios and themes 
are transferred throughout our risk-rated solutions.



Investment Process: Bottom Up
Ultimately, this systematic process outputs the “best-in-class” funds that can be used to gain exposure to areas 
of the market where we see value.

Identified opportunities are then individually evaluated alongside our current fund holdings to ensure their 
suitability within our model portfolios. This is completed through correlation analysis and back-testing.
 

Fundamental to the fund selection process is meeting the fund managers. From the funds objectives, 
to the managers personal circumstances, we analyse each fund from various angles. Critically, they 
must display an effective and robust investment process.

Robust filters are run on a quarterly basis in order to reduce the universe of available funds
down to those that require further analysis.

Our DB Wood Fund Matrix is a screening tool that quantitively analyses over 4,000 
available funds in the market. It incorporates past performance data with statistical 
metrics and ratings information to evaluate each fund. 

Best-
in-class

fund

Integration with 
current holdings

Qualitative Analysis:
Face to Face Meetings

Quantitative Analysis:
Filters

DB Wood Fund Matrix





The Portfolios
DB Wood Very 

Low Risk Portfolio

Benchmark: IA Mixed
Investment 0%-35%

Shares & Cash
50%/50%

DB Wood Low
Risk Portfolio

Benchmark: IA Mixed
Investment 0%-35%

Shares

Cash Property Multi-Asset Absolute Return Fixed InterestUK Equities Global Equities Other

DB Wood Low to
Medium Risk Portfolio

Benchmark: IA Mixed
Investment 0%-35%

Shares & IA Mixed
Investment 20%-60%

Shares, 50%/50%

DB Wood Medium
Risk Portfolio

Benchmark: IA Mixed
Investment 20%-60%

Shares

DB Wood Medium to
High Risk Portfolio

Benchmark: IA Mixed
Investment 40%85%

Shares

DB Wood High
Risk Portfolio

Benchmark: IA 
Flexible Investment

Return:
11.47%

Max Gain:
1.71%

Max Drawdown:
-1.77%

Volatility:
1.37

Return: 
15.43%

Max Gain:
3.83%

Max Drawdown:
-5.05%

Volatility:
3.50

Return: 
19.44%

Max Gain:
4.78%

Max Drawdown:
-6.20%

Volatility:
4.31

Return: 
23.99%

Max Gain:
6.33%

Max Drawdown:
-7.97%

Volatility:
5.39

Return: 
26.74%

Max Gain:
7.94%

Max Drawdown:
-9.84%

Volatility:
6.75

Return: 
31.84%

Max Gain:
9.55%

Max Drawdown:
-10.97%
Volatility:

7.91

5Yr Performance Statistics to 31.01.2019

*Source: Financial Express Analytics



How We Charge

We ensure our charges are fair and transparent, aligning the needs of our clients to
that of the business. Despite the quality of our services being highly regarded across

the industry, our efficient business model allows us to charge our clients well below 
the industry average. Combined, this produces an offering that is fantastic value for money.

Standard Life Platform Charge

0.5%DB Wood Investment Management Charge

0.1%-0.4%

DB Wood Financial Planning & Review Fees

Fund Manager Charges

Total Charges

0.3%-0.8%

Fixed

0.9% - 2%



Your Access
To ensure you have the flexibility to view and analyse your investments, we offer a client portal that is available at your 

discretion. This portal provides clients with:

Secure  portfolio access
A consolidated view of all investments

An online portfolio performance analysis tool
A document library to easily view your client specific correspondence

You also now have access to portfolio and financial planning updates from our Facebook and Twitter accounts.



Find Out More
Talk to us about any information contained in this document.

Registered Business Address:
DB Wood
Potterdyke House
31-33 Lombard Street
Newark
Nottinghamshire
NG24 1XG

w: www.dbwood.co.uk
t:   01636 233200
e:  iinvest@dbwood.co.uk

Disclaimer: 
We try to ensure that the information provided is correct, but we do not give any express or implied warranty as to its accuracy. 
We do not accept any liability for errors or omissions. The content of this brochure is for guidance purposes only and does not 
constitute financial or professional advice.  

 You should be aware that pension and life fund performance differs from unit trust/OEIC performance, due to the underlying
 tax treatment. Past performance is not a reliable indicator of future returns. The value of any investment can go up and down, 
and investors may get back less than they invested.

©2019, DB Wood Limited                                                                                         
Registered in England & Wales. Registration No. 4312250                                                                        
Registered address: Potterdyke House, 31-33 Lombard Street, 
Newark, Nottinghamshire, NG24 1XG. DB Wood Limited is authorised 
and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority (FCA). 
Registration No. 209530 


