
Financial
Planning





We. Are. Different.



Why Plan?

Everyone worries about money, what the future may 
hold and the decisions and choices that they face. Many 

clients come to us with a specific need, yet few realise that there 
are many other underlying issues that prevent them from reaching

 their goals. We often hear...

“How do I position my assets for the future?”

“How do I best use my assets to support me in retirement?”

“I’d like to help my children and grandchildren but I am not sure of the most tax-efficient way”

Financial Planning is the key to resolving these kinds of questions. We help our clients feel confident that they have
the financial flexibility to meet their aims. We also provide the comfort that they are working with a professional team, who

intimately understand their family’s circumstances and objectives, and who monitor their finances over time. We help clients by removing
the stress of managing their wealth and by helping them make the tough decisions that they will inevitably have to face along the way.   



iPlan: Intuitive Planning

Most clients arrive with a collection of various policies that have accumulated over the years - 
this may include pensions, investment bonds, life assurance policies and investment portolios 

managed by other advisers or stockbrokers. Invariably, they don’t have a clear vision of
 what the future holds, but do have a strong desire to get their finances in order. 

We help our clients set out their vision for the future, both in terms of lifestyle goals and the money needed to fund them. The foundation 
of our service is establishing the difference between our clients’ vision and the financial reality of being able to achieve it. 

Some will have to make tough choices such as spending less, whereas others will have the luxury of easier circumstances, 
giving them the chance to gift to their children early for example. We understand that the complexity of our 

clients’ requirements vary from case to case and have developed our service propositions accordingly.
 



About Us
DB Wood are a Financial Planning and Investment Management  
business. Founded in 1976 and located in the heart of Newark on Trent, 
we constantly strive to improve our people and processes, putting clients 
at the centre of everything we do. We are a business formed on relationships 
and trust, employing a team that shares in the same values and culture. We believe 
that what differentiates us is the deep understanding of “why” we do what we do, not 
simply the “what” or the “how”. This philosophy drives our passion to ensure we deliver 
our clients’ objectives with clarity and discipline, allowing them to concentrate on enjoying
their life.

We aim to offer direction and control by planning for financial security and delivering confidence. 
We provide choices on the most effective ways to meet your future aspirations. Your planning 
should be visible, real, exciting and thought provoking. Together we develop a clear plan, centred 
around you. We spend a significant amount of time listening to you, discovering where you are now and 
where you want to be. Life changes, so it is crucial that we build planning, investment and risk strategies 
that can adapt to your circumstances. All this is achieved with a simple, transparent approach.  



Our Team

Our team have satisfied rigourous criteria 
relating to professional qualifications and ethical good

practice, enabling them to give clients the best possible advice,
service and support.

With over 250 years’ combined financial services experience, we offer clients a team
of experienced financial planners, an Investment Committee (IC) and a wealth of first

rate technical support staff. They are not only qualified to professional standards
but also have significant experience managing the wealth of both individuals and 

businesses. 

At DB Wood we work with our clients as a team. Not only will you have contact with your 
Financial Planner, but will also be able to access your technical and client services support. 
Building relationships based on trust is central to providing you with peace of mind, freeing 

you from the worry of managing, protecting and growing your wealth. 



Ashley Brooks
Managing Director and IC Chairman
Ashley is Chairman of the Board and Managing Director at 
DB Wood. He has over 25 years’ experience in wealth 
management, qualifying as a Financial Adviser in 
1994. Ashley is heavily involved in our business strategy 
and holds key roles as one of our lead Financial Planners 

and the Chairman of the Investment Committee. 
Interests: Ashley is a keen squash player, competing in the 
Nottingham Squash leagues.

Michael Simms
Financial Planner
Prior to joining in 2005, Michael held roles at Aviva, 
Scottish Widows and Scottish Life. He holds a Diploma in 
Regulated Financial Planning as well as specialist
qualifications in Pensions, Investment Risk Management 
and Taxation and Trusts. Although working predominaely
as a Financial Planner, Michael is also an important part 
of our Investment Committee. 
Interests: Michael is a keen skier who enjoys spending any
free time with his wife and children.

Neil Holmes
Financial Planner
Neil holds over 25 years’ experience here at DB Wood. He is
a qualified Financial Planner and holds further specialist
qualifications in Life & Pensions, Long Term Care and Equity
Release. Neil’s personal aim is to provide quality support to 
his clients, ensuring he delivers a service that is highly 
suited to their needs.
Interests: Neil is an avid fooball fan and has a decent right
boot himself.  

Tracey Underwood
Financial Planner and Operations Director
Tracey joined us in 2015. As a Certified Financial Planner™, 
she has over 15 years’ financial planning experience, 
working with leading financial planning firms in various 
consulting and board positions. Tracey has a variety of 
responsibilities that include overseeing management 
information and the company’s compliance function, as 
well as holding a key role as a Financial Planner.
Interests: Tracey can usually be found at the gym partaking
in high intensity workouts.

Adam Sedgwick 
Financial Planner 
Adam joined DB Wood in 1999. He has over 25 years’ 
experience and qualified as a Financial Adviser in 
1996. Adam specialises in providing generation and 
wealth planning solutions to DB Wood clients.
Interests: Adam has a history of sport participation, in 
particular applying himself on the cricket field.

Oliver Crampton 
Financial Planner 
Oliver is part of our next generation of Financial Planners.
He joined DB Wood in 2009 following completion of a 
Business Degree at the University of Chester. He achieved 
his Diploma in Regulated Financial Planning in May 2013 
and is currently working towards becoming Chartered.
Interests: Oliver is an avid runner, highlighted by his 
successful completion of the Stockholm Marathon in 
2016.

Our People



Kelvin Rollitt
Chartered Financial Planner
Kelvin joined our team after we  acquired his business in 
2017. Kelvin is a Chartered Financial Planner with over
30 years’ experience of providing financial advice and 
developing fantastic relationships with his clients.
Interests: Kelvin plays lead guitar and backing vocals in 
“The Business”; a local Newark band.  

Caroline Stuart
Head of Technical Solutions
Further to joining us in February 2015, Caroline is
responsible for managing the delivery of our client
solutions; ensuring we stay on top of any forthcoming 
legislative changes as well as overseeing the wider
technical solutions team. As a Chartered Financial 
Planner, she boasts a variety of specialist exam 
qualifications and is a Fellow of the Personal 
Finance Society.
Interests: A self-proclaimed nerd, Caroline enjoys all
things Star Wars, Marvel and Doctor Who.
 

Joanne Fell
Technical Solutions
Joanne joined DB Wood in 2003. As part of our technical 
solutions team, Joanne is responsible for assisting the 
Financial Planners in developing client outcomes. She has 
over 20 years’ financial planning experience and holds 
the Diploma in Financial Planning. Joanne is currently 
working towards her Advanced Diploma, with the ultimate 
aim of becoming Chartered.
Interests: Often found riding around on one, Jo is an avid
fan of motorbikes.     
  

Dominic Harrison
Tax & Business Planning Analyst
Dominic joined DB Wood in 2015 on our Graduate 
Programme. He graduated with a First Class Joint 
Honours Degree in Business Finance and recently 
became a Chartered Certified Accountant. Most of his
time is spent working within our Business Planning team, 
but he also sits on our Investment Committee, adding 
most value through Bottom-Up fund research.
Interests: Dom enjoys keeping active and exploring new 
sports. Recently, he’s started playing golf and competed
 in the Ötillö Swimrun; an endurance challenge.

Rhiannon Sanders
Technical Solutions
As part of our technical solutions team, Rhiannon is 
responsible for assisting the Financial Planners in 
developing client outcomes. As well as holding the 
Diploma in Regulated Financial Planning, she has 
specialist qualifications in Investment Planning, Personal 
Tax and Trust Planning. Rhiannon has also played an 
integral part in developing our investment process.
Interests: Rhiannon has develped a recent love for 
CrossFit, entering her first competition in 2018.

Sonia Prime
Technical Solutions
Sonia is a key part of our iInvest Team, providing technical
solutions for clients in that proposition. She joined DB 
Wood in 2005, further to the acquisition of Newark 
Insurance Services and has over 25 years’ experience in
the industry.
Interests: Sonia has a love for tap-dancing and can 
often be seen performing in the annual show of the 
Charlotte Hamilton School of Dance, at Newark Palace
Theatre.



Our Services

We pride ourselves on ensuring that we provide you with the 
optimal solution for your journey. Coming to this decision is very 
much a colleagic approach - it is as much about you as it is us. 
We like to make sure that our clients have the utmost flexibility in 
the way they choose to do business with us and so we offer a 
variety of solutions to cater for all possibilities. 

Ultimately, what is important is ensuring our clients remain on 
track to achieve their goals. This is why, for the clients for whom 
we have created financial plans, the review process is essential.
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At DB Wood, we offer a wide array of services. These are designed to remove the burden of complexity and hassle,
allowing you to focus on the things that matter. Here are some of the things we could do for you:

iPlan:
Designing a plan to help you meet your short and long-term goals

Ensuring the risk you take matches your objectives
Projecting your financial plan through cashflow modelling

Ensuring your finances are tax-efficient
Preserving your legacy through estate planning

iInvest:
Providing an investment solution to meet your goals

Ensuring your strategy meets your risk profile and is rebalanced accordingly
Allocating your investments into the most tax-efficient wrappers
Structuring your capital and income to meet your requirements



Tax Planning
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‘Fill them fast...’ ‘Make them last...’

Saving Spending

When constructing your plan, we have various 
options to maximise the tax-efficiency of your 

savings or spending. Each of the above 
‘tax wrappers’ have different strengths 

and weaknesses and the order in which they are 
used will have a profound impact on the 

achievement of our clients’ objectives.



How We Charge

We ensure our charges are fair and transparent, aligning the needs of our clients to
that of the business. Despite the quality of our services being highly regarded across

the industry, our efficient business model allows us to charge our clients well below 
the industry average. Combined, this produces an offering that is fantastic value for money.

Standard Life Platform Charge

0.5%DB Wood Investment Management Charge

0.1%-0.4%

DB Wood Financial Planning & Review Fees

Fund Manager Charges

Total Charges

0.3%-0.8%

Fixed

0.9% - 2%



We. Are. Different.



Find Out More
Talk to us about any information contained in this document.

Registered Business Address:
DB Wood
Potterdyke House
31-33 Lombard Street
Newark
Nottinghamshire
NG24 1XG

w: www.dbwood.co.uk
t:   01636 233200
e:  iplan@dbwood.co.uk

Disclaimer: 
We try to ensure that the information provided is correct, but we do not give any express or implied warranty as to its accuracy. 
We do not accept any liability for errors or omissions. The content of this brochure is for guidance purposes only and does not 
constitute financial or professional advice.  

 You should be aware that pension and life fund performance differs from unit trust/OEIC performance, due to the underlying
 tax treatment. Past performance is not a reliable indicator of future returns. The value of any investment can go up and down, 
and investors may get back less than they invested.

©2018, DB Wood Limited                                                                                         
Registered in England & Wales. Registration No. 4312250                                                                        
Registered address: Potterdyke House, 31-33 Lombard Street, 
Newark, Nottinghamshire, NG24 1XG. DB Wood Limited is authorised 
and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority (FCA). 
Registration No. 209530 


