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“The measure of who we are is what we do 

with what we have” Vince Lombardi 
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About Us 
Our ethos is straightforward: to give clients the highest possible standard of advice. 

 

DB Wood are Wealth and Risk Management Advisors, originally founded in 1976, with offices in 

Nottinghamshire. We specialise in Financial Planning and offer a professional service for company 

directors, employees, the self-employed and private individuals. The principles that form the 

cornerstone of our business are to provide our clients with a personal service, innovative solutions, 

and a focus on long-term success. We offer choice, transparency and accountability, building 

strong relationships that are founded on trust.   

We aim to exceed your expectations, giving financial advice tailored to your specific goals, in a 

friendly and easy to understand manner.  
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Money is not the greatest asset in life, Time is. 

We aim to help with both. 
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Our People 
Transparent. Accountable. Focussed on you.  

 

Our staff have satisfied rigorous criteria, relating to professional qualifications and ethical good 

practice, giving clients the confidence that they are dealing with a leading firm, wholly dedicated 

to providing the best possible advice, service and support.  

With over 100 years combined industry experience, we offer clients an investment committee, a team 

of experienced financial planners and a wealth of first rate technical support staff who are not only 

qualified to industry specific standards but also have significant experience managing the wealth of 

both individuals and corporate businesses.  

Building relationships based on trust is central to providing clients with serenity, freeing you from the 

worry of managing, protecting and growing your wealth.  
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Ashley Brooks 

Chief Executive Officer and Investment Director 

Ashley is Chairman of the Board and Chief Executive Officer 

at DB Wood. He has over 20 years’ experience in the wealth 

management industry, qualifying as a Financial Advisor in 

1994. Ashley is highly involved in our business strategy, 

holding key roles as one of our lead Financial Planners as 

well as Chairman of our Investment Committee.  

Tracey Underwood 

Managing Director 

Tracey is the Managing Director at DB Wood. As a 

Certified Financial PlannerCM, she has over 15 years of 

industry experience. Tracey has a variety of 

responsibilities that include overseeing the day-to-day 

running of the company, as well as implementing our 

business strategy.  

Michael Simms 

Director 

Prior to joining us in 2005 Michael held roles at Aviva, Scottish 

Life and Scottish Widows. He holds a Diploma in Regulated 

Financial Planning as well as specialist qualifications in 

Pensions, Investment Risk Management and, Taxation and 

Trusts. Michael predominantly works as a Financial Planner, 

although he is also an important part of our investment 

committee. 

Alex Chappell 

Financial Planning & Investment Analyst 

Alex is the newest member of our investment team. He 

recently completed a Masters degree in Banking and 

Finance at Loughborough University, graduating with 

distinction. Prior to that, Alex studied Mathematics and 

Economics at undergraduate level. Despite only joining DB 

Wood in September 2014, he is already highly integrated 

into our investment committee.  

Rhiannon Sanders 

Senior Paraplanner 

As part of our technical support team, Rhiannon is 

responsible for assisting the Financial Planners in 

developing client solutions. As well as holding her 

Diploma in Regulated Financial Planning she has 

specialist qualifications in Investment Planning, Personal 

Tax and Trust Planning. Rhiannon has also played an 

integral part in developing our investment process. 

Neil Holmes  

Financial Planner 

Neil is currently in his 25th year at DB Wood. Alongside the 

Diploma in Financial Planning, he holds further specialist 

qualifications in Life & Pensions, Mortgage Advice and 

Equity Release. Neil’s personal aim is to provide quality 

support to his clients, ensuring he delivers a service that 

is highly suited to their needs.  

DB Wood / Investment Brochure 

 



 
7 

 

 

 

Bernard Gallimore 

Financial Planner 

Bernard joined DB Wood in 2012 as a Financial Advisor. He 

has over 45 years of industry experience, holding a Diploma 

in Regulated Financial Planning alongside a specialist ACII 

Life & Pensions qualification. Bernard now works solely as a 

dedicated Financial Planner. 

David Reynolds 

Financial Planner 

David joined DB Wood as part of our acquisition of 

Newark Insurance Services in 2005 where he was the 

Managing Director. David has over 40 years of industry 

experience and is a qualified Financial Advisor. He also 

holds an important role on the investment committee 

here at DB Wood.  

Adam Sedgwick 

Financial Planner 

Adam joined DB Wood in 1999. He has over 25 years of 

industry experience, qualifying as a Financial Advisor in 

1996. Adam specialises in advising private individuals, 

specifically providing generation and wealth planning 

solutions for DB Wood clients.   

Oliver Crampton 

Financial Planner 

Oliver is the newest member of our advisory team, after 

joining DB Wood in 2009 following completion of a 

business degree at the University of Chester. He 

achieved his Diploma in Regulated Financial Planning 

in May 2013 and is currently working towards Chartered 

status.  

 “The only way to do great work is to love what you do” Steve Jobs. We do.  
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Joshua Buck 

Assistant Financial Planner 

Joshua has worked in the financial services industry since 

2008, starting his career with AXA UK before moving into 

Financial Planning. Further to joining DB Wood in 2010, he 

has five years’ industry experience specialising in tax-

efficient client solutions. Joshua has recently qualified as a 

Financial Planner further to completing his Diploma in 

Regulated Financial Planning in January 2015.  

 

Graham Hicks 

Financial Planner 

Graham joined DB Wood in 1984 and has over 30 years 

of industry experience. He originally qualified as a 

Financial Planner in 1980, further updating his 

qualifications to new industry specific standards in 

2013. As well as being a Financial Planner, Graham also 

holds an important role on our investment committee.   
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Success is a lousy teacher. It seduces smart people 

into thinking they can’t lose” Bill Gates.    
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Why Invest? 

High Risk 
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Risk 

Your emotional tolerance and financial capacity for risk 

 

Your Portfolio 

Low Risk 

 

Quite simply, there are two ways to make money; 

to work and earn money, or to make your money 

work for you. The latter, is investing.  

Investing never provides guaranteed returns, and 

there are many variables that effect the 

performance of a portfolio; stock market 

movements, taxation legislation and changes in 

personal circumstances to name a few.  

If you can afford to commit some of your capital 

for investment purposes, here are some of the 

motives you should consider:  

 Saving for a specific purpose 

 Growing and preserving your wealth 

 Beating inflation and ensuring you maintain 

a good standard of living 

 Diversifying your monetary risk 

 Building your legacy 

“It is not how much money you make, but how much money 

you keep, how hard it works for you, and how many 

generations you keep it for.” Robert Kiyosaki 
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Protect your legacy.    
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  Our Investment Philosophy 
We are long-term investors with a cautious and high-conviction led investment approach. 

 

 
At DB Wood we have an unconstrained and vigilant 

investment style, combining a “top down” and “bottom up” 

approach to produce ultimate solutions that meet our 

clients’ needs. Our investment committee is dedicated to 

undertaking a wealth of investment research on an on-

going basis to ensure we stay at the forefront of investment 

planning.  

Risk and Capital Preservation 

A focus on capital preservation exists at the heart of our 

investment process. Accordingly, we have a conservative 

investment approach where we look to limit the downside 

risk of our portfolios.  

Long-term Investment Horizons 

We operate a 65% long term value, 35% short term tactical, 

allocation split. We aim to identify areas of the market that 

are showing the greatest value, thus ensuring wealth is 

grown over the longer term. These asset allocation views 

represent our “top down” approach.  

 

Conviction led Approach 

Through extensive in-house research, our investment 

committee aims to identify the “top performing funds of 

tomorrow”. From a “bottom up” perspective these funds are 

then used to gain exposure to the areas of the market where 

we have identified value.  

Diversification 

Modern portfolio theory postulates that through efficient 

diversification it is possible to greatly reduce portfolio risk. We 

diversify across asset classes, sectors, geographical locations 

and investment styles.  

Active not Re-active 

Our investment decisions are taken with a rolling five year time 

horizon. That said, we are not oblivious to shorter term market 

behaviour and we employ a tactical overlay which is 

constantly reviewed by our investment committee. This overlay 

allows us to take advantage of short term market trends. 
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“Passion is energy. Feel the power that comes from 

focussing on what excites you” Oprah Winfrey 
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Investment Process: Top Down 

“The two most powerful warriors are patience and time.” Leo Tolstoy 

 

We believe in creating long-term, sustainable investment solutions and asset allocation exists at the 

heart of this. Our clients have access to diversified sources of return including the asset classes of 

cash, equities, bonds, property and alternative investments.  

Our investment committee is responsible for undertaking in-depth market research on a continuous 

basis. This includes monitoring the dynamics of financial markets, documenting the opinions of top 

fund management houses and understanding macroeconomic trends. We endeavour to look 

through the vast amount of market “noise” that causes short-term price fluctuations, placing more 

emphasis on where the longer-term value lies. These long-term market views are blended to form 

diversified portfolios and themes are transferred throughout our risk-rated solutions.  
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Who’s looking after your pathway? 
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Investment Process: Bottom Up 

DB Wood Fund Matrix 

Quantitative Analysis: 

Filters 

Qualitative Analysis: 

Face to Face Meetings 

Integration with 

Current Holdings 

Best-in-class 

funds 

Our DB Wood Fund Matrix is a screening tool that 

quantitatively analyses every fund in the market. It 

incorporates past performance data with statistical 

metrics and ratings information to evaluate each fund.  

Robust filters are run on a quarterly basis in order to reduce the 

universe of available funds from which we would consider 

investing. This allows us to discover the “best-in-class” funds for 

each designated sector.  

Fundamental to the fund selection process is meeting the fund 

managers. Here we analyse the fund from a variety of angles from the 

funds objectives to the manager’s personal circumstances. Critically, 

they must display an effective and robust investment process.  

Identified opportunities are then individually evaluated alongside our current 

fund holdings to ensure their suitability within our model portfolios. This is 

completed through correlation analysis and back-testing. 

Ultimately, this systematic process outputs the “best-in-class” funds that can 

be used to gain exposure to areas of the market where we see value.   
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Strategic. Robust. Effective. 
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“Some people want it to happen, some wish it would 

happen, others make it happen” (Michael Jordan) 
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Investment Options 
Balanced. Diversified. Designed to meet your needs.  

 

 

 

DB Wood Very Low Risk Portfolio 

Benchmark: IMA Mixed Investment 0%-35% 

Shares 

DB Wood Low Risk Portfolio 

Benchmark: IMA Mixed Investment 0%-35% 

Shares 

DB Wood Low to Medium Risk Portfolio 

Benchmark: IMA Mixed Investment 20%-60% 

Shares 

Absolute Return

Bonds

Property

Cash

Absolute Return

Global Equities

UK Equities

Bonds

Property

Absolute Return

Global Equities

UK Equities

Bonds

Property

 

Investment Portfolio 

 

Portfolio Description 

 

Typical Asset Allocation 

3 Year 

Performance 

Statistics to  

01.01.16 

The low risk portfolio aims to achieve a modest return 

higher than cash over a rolling five year time horizon. 

Again, the portfolio is predominantly invested in 

defensive assets with an objective to achieve 

sustainable growth whilst protecting capital. Here, 

investors get exposure to all major asset classes; 

equities, bonds, property and alternatives.  

 

The investment objective of this portfolio is to provide 

sustainable, long-term capital preservation. By solely 

investing in lower risk assets, it aims to achieve a 

return higher than cash over a rolling five year time 

horizon.  

 

The low to medium risk portfolio aims to achieve a 

modest return higher than cash over a rolling five 

year period. The dual objectives of this portfolio is to 

achieve sustainable growth and capital 

preservation. Investors get a healthy exposure to low 

risk assets, with a small proportion of their holdings 

dedicated to growth assets.  

 

Return: 13.93% 

Max Gain: +1.73% 

Max Drawdown: -0.67% 

Volatility: 1.07 

Return: 21.58% 

Max Gain: +3.58% 

Max Drawdown: -3.11% 

Volatility: 3.48 

Return: 24.92% 

Max Gain: +4.72% 

Max Drawdown: -3.92% 

Volatility: 4.15 
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“Keep your eyes on the stars and your feet on the 

ground” (Theodore Roosevelt).  
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DB Wood Medium Risk Portfolio 

Benchmark: IMA Mixed Investment 20%-60% 

Shares 

Absolute Return

Global Equities

UK Equities

Bonds

Property

Absolute Return

Global Equities

UK Equities

Bonds

Property

DB Wood Medium to High Risk Portfolio 

Benchmark: IMA Mixed Investment 40%-85% 

Shares 

DB Wood High Risk Portfolio 

Benchmark: IMA Flexible Investment 

Absolute Return

Global Equities

UK Equities

Property

 

Investment Portfolio 

 

Portfolio Description 

 

Typical Asset Allocation 

3 Year 

Performance 

Statistics to 

01.01.16 

The medium risk portfolio aims to achieve long term 

capital growth over a rolling five year time horizon. 

Through efficient diversification and excellent fund 

selection, it looks to achieve this on a sustainable 

basis. Investors get access to a balanced exposure of 

defensive and growth assets, contracting the 

benefits of reduced downside risk and potential 

upside outperformance.  

 
The investment objective of this portfolio is to provide 

long term capital growth by investing primarily in 

growth assets. Diversification is still a central part of this 

portfolios make-up, as it aims to take advantage of 

global growth themes. This portfolio continues to have 

present but limited exposure to defensive assets 

through absolute return funds, bond funds and 

commercial property funds.  

 

The high risk portfolio aims to achieve a moderate 

return over a rolling five year time horizon by running 

an equity based mandate. The portfolio is positioned 

to take maximum participation in any market upside, 

with a small allocation to defensive assets in order to 

limit its downside. 

 

 

Return: 26.65% 

Max Gain: +5.41% 

Max Drawdown: -4.52% 

Volatility: 4.81 

Return: 31.56% 

Max Gain: +6.79% 

Max Drawdown: -4.87% 

Volatility: 5.94 

Return: 38.77% 

Max Gain: +8.75% 

Max Drawdown: -5.64% 

Volatility: 7.29 
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Source: DB Wood, Financial Express (January 2016). Performance statistics are given net of the underlying funds Annual Management 

Charges only and do not take into account platform or adviser charges. Three year performance figures given as five year figures are 

not available for all portfolios. Max Gain= the best possible investment period i.e. the longest running consecutive gain without making 

a loss. Max Drawdown= the worst possible return over a period i.e. buying at the maximum price and selling at the minimum. Volatility= 

A measure that describes the fluctuation of an investments price over time. For full explanation of terms please visit 

www.trustnet.com/education/glossaries/analytics 
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Note: If you would like further details on any of our risk rated portfolios, please enquire for the latest portfolio factsheet.  
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Your Access 
Present. Accessible. All at your fingertips.  

 

 

 

To ensure you have the flexibility to view and 

analyse your investments, we offer a client 

portal that is available at your discretion. This 

portal provides clients with:  

 Secure portfolio access 

 A consolidated view of all investments  

 An online portfolio performance 

analysing tool  

 A document library to easily view your 

client specific correspondence 

Via social media, you also now have access 

to portfolio and financial planning updates 

from our Facebook and Twitter accounts.  
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“A journey of a thousand miles begins 

with a single step.” Lao-Tzu 
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Find Out More  
Talk to us about any information contained in this document. 

Registered Business Address:  

DB Wood Ltd.                             

Potterdyke House                     

31-33 Lombard Street                        

Newark              

Nottinghamshire                     

NG24 1XG 

W: www.dbwood.co.uk 

T: 01636 233 200 

E: info@dbwood.co.uk 

 

www.twitter.com/db_wood 

www.facebook.com/pages/DB-Wood-Wealth-Management 



 

 

 

 

 

 

©2014, DB Wood Limited                                                                                     

Registered in England & Wales. Registration No. 4312250                                                                      

Registered address: Potterdyke House, 31-33 Lombard Street, Newark, Nottinghamshire, NG24 1XG                                                     

DB Wood Limited is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority (FCA). Registration No. 209530  
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Disclaimer:  

We try to ensure that the information provided is correct, but we do not give any express or implied warranty as 

to its accuracy. We do not accept any liability for errors or omissions. The content of this brochure is for guidance 

purposes only and does not constitute financial or professional advice.   

You should be aware that pension and life fund performance differs from unit trust/OEIC performance, due to 

the underlying tax treatment. Past performance is not a reliable indicator of future returns. The value of any 

investment can go up and down, and investors may get back less than they invested. 


